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Analysis of the Structure of Hadith Sciences in Light of Cognitive Integration

Firas Ben Sassi®®

firasbensassi8l@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study offers a contextual exploration of Hadith sciences through the lens of cognitive
integration with the broader human sciences. It primarily examines how Hadith scholars document and
interpret texts to inform their epistemological and interpretive choices. This study aimed to engage with
Hadith Sciences through the lens of other academic disciplines, seeking to interpret their unconventional
choices. Accordingly, the methodology relied on an in-depth analysis of scholarly applications, striving to
uncover the underlying theories and epistemological foundations shaping those choices. The study began by
exploring the epistemological framework of Hadith scholars, analyzing questions concerning the possibility of
knowledge, its sources, and associated theoretical foundations. The second section turned to the hermeneutic
foundations within the rhetorical dimensions of Hadith sciences, aiming to identify the interpretive strategies
employed in engaging with the textual content of Prophetic Hadith. The study demonstrates that Hadith
scholars acknowledged the possibility of acquiring knowledge and emphasized the roles of reason, sensory
perception, and particularly experience as foundational sources. Their contributions to Hadith sciences reflect
distinct epistemological theories for engaging with and evaluating knowledge, including the theory of doubt,
relativity, critical decentralization, possibility, and verification. The study further established Hadith scholars’
engagement with interpretive approaches to the text, both at the general lexical level and within its specific
spatio-temporal context. It also explored their methods for resolving temporal legal conflicts and addressing

semantic discrepancies between the Hadith and the broader textual corpus.

Keywords:

Hadith Sciences, Structural Analysis, Cognitive Integration, Human and Social Sciences, Epistemology

among Hadith Scholars.

(2) PhD in Islamic Sciences, Specialization in Hadith and Its Sciences, Assistant Professor at the Higher Institute of Islamic Civili-
zation, University of Zitouna, Tunisia.
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Rules of Matn Criticism: Between Theory and Practice
Critical Reflections on Jonathan Brown's Thesis Denying the Existence of Rules for

Matn Criticism

Sami Fassih®

Sami.fassihi "
Abstract

This study contributes to the ongoing scholarly discourse surrounding the existence—or lack
thereof—of Matn (textual) criticism within the methodological framework of Hadith scholars. It
seeks to critically examine and deconstruct the conceptual and analytical challenges associated
with this issue, particularly through the lens of Jonathan Brown'’s article, “The Rules of Matn Criti-
cism: There Are No Rules.” Brown contends that Hadith scholars largely neglected Matn criticism,
favoring instead a robust and systematic focus on Isnad (chain of transmission) analysis. The cen-
tral question guiding this inquiry is: Have Hadith scholars theoretically and practically overlooked
Matn criticism? The research is structured into several sections: an introductory overview, a critique
of Brown's arguments and their underlying assumptions, followed by an exploration of the criti-
cal practices employed by early Hadith scholars. The study concludes with a synthesis of findings,
highlighting the extensive scholarly engagement with this topic, incIuding its contentious reception
among modern Hadith critics. Among the key findings is the affirmation that Matn criticism was in-
deed present in the classical Hadith tradition, both in theory and in practice. The evaluative criteria
for Matn criticism include its consistency with reason, the Quran, Mutawatir reports, narrations
from reliable transmitters, scholarly consensus, and established memorized texts. Additionally, it
must avoid resemblance to certain narrative forms, such as those found in storytellers’ Hadiths. The
study demonstrates the legitimacy of these criteria within the Hadith tradition and offers a rebuttal
to the classical Orientalist perspective adopted by Brown.

Keywords
Prophetic Hadith, Quran, Matn (Text), Isnad (Chain of Transmission), Principles.
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Abstract

This study investigates the development of new theology within the Turkish context, tracing
its historical emergence, theoretical framing, and intellectual significance. It highlights the con-
tributions of key Turkish thinkers whose work has remained relatively obscure in Arab scholarly
discourse, thereby offering insight into theological innovation in a major Islamic cultural center.
Employing both descriptive and analytical methodologies, the research examines the intellectu-
al transformations that prompted the rise of this theological trend, defines its conceptual basis,
and explores alternative approaches to doctrinal renewal. The findings reveal that Western philo-
sophical and cultural influences following the European Renaissance spurred this new theological
phase, which, rather than abandoning traditional theology, seeks to rejuvenate its role through
updated methods and perspectives. Ultimately, new theology is presented not as a separate disci-

pline but as a distinct stage in the evolution of Islamic doctrinal study.
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The Problem of Deriving from Modern Western Approaches and Employment Mechanisms
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Abstract

This research investigates the integration of modern Western methodologies into contempo-
rary Islamic theology, questioning the validity and limitations of such adoption amid Western in-
tellectual dominance and the challenges facing the Islamic world both religiously and civilization-
ally. It contrasts two key approaches: one that uncritically embraces Western concepts—often
replacing theology with the philosophy of religion and disregarding Islamic cultural and spiritual
contexts—and another, represented by thinkers like Taha Abdel Rahman, that seeks renewal from
within Islamic heritage while engaging Western thought through critical, value-driven analysis.
The study critiques blind Westernization, highlighting obstacles such as contextual misalignment,
superficial understanding of Western frameworks, and neglect of heritage production mecha-
nisms. It examines the methodological and content-level consequences, including the separation
of faith and reason and the erosion of Islamic identity. In response, it proposes a reconciliatory
model rooted in revelation and Islamic epistemology, emphasizing dialogic logic as a foundation
for a renewed theological discourse. Ultimately, the research concludes that authentic renewal re-
quires a synthesis of Islamic tradition and modern insights, guided by the principles and objectives

of the Arab-Islamic worldview
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Dialogue of Civilizations: The Problem, Concepts, and Proposal
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Abstract

This study adopts a conceptual framework to explore key issues surrounding the dy-
namics of culture and civilization, notably the tension between the "clash of civilizations"
thesis and the potential for meaningful intercultural dialogue. It examines whether current
global conditions allow for constructive civilizational engagement that counters narratives
of inevitable conflict and historical finality. Central to this inquiry is the challenge posed by
cultural globalization, which, by transcending borders and diluting distinct identities, com-
plicates efforts to establish principles of positive cultural dialogue. The research emphasizes
that any serious discourse on civilizational interaction must be rooted in the cultural spe-
cificities of societies, engaging with foundational concepts such as identity, globalization,
and the dialectic of conflict versus dialogue. These enduring themes, though historically
entrenched, remain vital in shaping contemporary intellectual exchanges between the Ar-

ab-Islamic and Western spheres.
Keywords

Dialogue/Clash of Civilizations, Cultural Identity, Cultural Globalization, Debate, End
of History.
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(35) Dialogues interculturels a I'époque coloniale et postcoloniale. Représentations littéraires et culturelles. Orient,
Maghreb et Afrique occidentale (de 1830 a nos jours)

Sous la direction de Hans-Jiirgen Liisebrink, Sarga Moussa. Détours littéraires, Editeur: Editions Kimé. 2019
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(38) Lauring, Jakob (2011). “Intercultural Organizational Communication: The Social Organizing of Interaction

in International Encounters”. in: Journal of Business and Communication. Vol. 48, n° 3, pp: 231-255
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tural difference and |anguage commona|ity. In: Journal of World Business Volume 48, Issue 3, July 2013, Pages 398-406.
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Lauring, Jakob & Jan Selmer (2012). “International language management and diversity climate in multicultural

organizations”, in: International Business Review
Volume 21, Issue 2, April 2012, Pages 156-166.
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Politics between Plato and Ibn Rushd: The Presence of Plato in Ibn Rushd'’s Political
Thought
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Abstract

This study explores Ibn Rushd's engagement with Plato’s Republic, not merely as a sum-
mary but as a philosophical framework applied to the political realities of his Islamic soci-
ety. In his work The Necessary in Politics, Ibn Rushd incorporated key Platonic concepts,
adapting them to reflect the governance structures and reform needs of his time, and en-
visioning philosophers—endowed with true wisdom—as ideal leaders. Yet, the sociopo-
litical climate in the Islamic world often marginalized such thinkers, pushing them toward
isolation. To unpack this dynamic, the study is divided into two parts: the first examines the
central themes of Plato’s Virtuous Republic that inspired Ibn Rushd'’s return to it, while the
second investigates how he used these ideas to critique and reimagine political systems in

Islamic regions, especially in Andalusia.
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The Phenomenological Method between Edmund Husserl and Martin Heidegger

Zouhir Bourha®

hir. bourhal992 |
Abstract

This study seeks to clarify certain ambiguities surrounding phenomenology, particularly re-
garding the widespread assumption that Heidegger’s role in philosophical history is rooted in his
association with the Husserlian school. However, his engagement with Husserl was methodo-
logical rather than doctrinal. Heidegger did not aim to resolve the philosophical dilemmas that
hindered Husserl or to complete the phenomenological project. Instead, he sought to establish
a distinct intellectual trajectory—one that appropriated phenomenological method solely to re-
cover and revitalize inquiry into the long-neglected question of being. This motivation underpins
the structure of the study, which comprises an introduction and three chapters. The first examines
Heidegger’s view of the history of philosophy as a deviation from its foundational concern—the
quest for the truth of being. The second chapter addresses his critique of Husserl, whom he saw
as contributing to this deviation. The final chapter explores Heidegger's implementation of the
phenomenological method as a novel framework for interpreting human existence. The study
concluded that Heidegger’s phenomenological approach became intertwined with hermeneutics,

ultimately giving rise to a distinct orientation known as interpretive phenomenology.

Keywords
Subjectivity, Oblivion of Being, Dasein, Phenomenology, Hermeneutics.
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The History of Jurisprudential Rules from Al-Shaybani to Al- Karkhi®
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Abstract

This study examines the early development of jurisprudential rules within the Hanafi school, focus-
ing on the period between Al-Shaybani and Al-Karkhi and particularly on the formation of these prin-
ciples before the fourth century AH. It reveals that foundational legal concepts were already present
in the second century AH, notably in Al-Shaybani’s Al-Jami’ Al-Kabir, which reflects a methodological
consistency with later commentators and predates Al-Karkhi’s Usul (d. 340/952). The research analyz-
es how these rules were expressed in various forms by early Hanafi scholars, showing that Al-Shayba-
ni's work marked the beginning of independent composition in jurisprudential theory. It argues that
the diversity in expression prior to Al-Karkhi represents the initial nucleus of legal rule formulation,
culminating in Al-Karkhi’s more structured approach. This trajectory aligns with the functional nature
of legal principles in Hanafi thought, offering a more detailed understanding of jurisprudential devel-

opments in the second and third centuries AH, and expanding on previous general discussions.
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Abstract:

This article examines the early transmission of the Qur'an through an interplay of memorization, reci-
tation, and transcription, emphasizing the rigorous care, both intellectual and devotional, that shaped its pres-
ervation during the Prophet Muhammadss lifetime. Focusing on oral and scribal cultures, as well as debates
around authorship and canonization, it draws on both classical Islamic sources and contemporary scholarship
from the West and the modern Muslim world. As the first in a three-part series, the article offers a foundation
for understanding how the Qur'an was historically documented and transmitted. It also surveys key debates
in Western Qur’anic studies, particularly the influence of historical-critical and revisionist approaches. It cri-
tiques the privileging of philology and textual criticism over Islamic epistemologies and interrogates the un-
derlying assumptions of academic neutrality. In doing so, it challenges the epistemic hegemony that often
frames Western scholarship and calls for a more balanced engagement that respects the internal coherence
and methodological integrity of traditional Islamic paradigms. The study invites readers to reconsider prevail-

ing frameworks and to engage more seriously with the Qur'an on its own terms.
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Abstract

This critical review offers a methodological assessment of the scholarly work of Algerian
researcher Ahmed Dheeb, titled “The Question of Terminology in Islamic Sciences: Hypoth-
eses of Formation and Possibilities of Development.” The study successfully identifies a core
methodological issue in contemporary approaches to the study of terminology within Islamic
sciences. Dheeb endeavors to explore both classical and modern treatments of Islamic termi-
nology with the aim of formulating a theoretical framework capable of addressing present-day
methodological challenges. His research engages with three contemporary intellectual pro-
jects: (1) the Terminology Institute initiative, (2) the methodological orientation of Hadith
scholars, and (3) the perspective of the philosophy of science. This review evaluates Dheeb'’s
capacity to respond to the central research question, critiques the limitations of the approach-
es he examines, and assesses his contribution to advancing terminological studies within Is-
lamic scholarship. The review concludes that while Dheeb’s effort in compiling and analyzing
relevant literature—spanning both historical and modern sources—is noteworthy, his reso-

lution of the underlying methodological problem remains incomplete.
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This research presents the most important contents of the collective book Cognitive
Integration in Arab-Islamic Civilization: Issues and Representative Models, and traces the
most important problems related to the issue of terminology and concepts; in light of some
recent studies in the field of cognitive integration and interdisciplinary studies. It also seeks
to test the extent to which participating researchers understand the true terms and concepts
they used in their research. On the other hand, the research aims to contribute to scientific
reviews of the latest publications in our Arab culture, and to spread the culture of review,
evaluation and criticism by placing the book among the efforts of modern researchers in

this field of knowledge, and praising its scientific value.
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cles/details/40967

- Ibn manzar al-Ifrigr, Lisan al-‘Arab, T jadidah wa-musahhahah, Ed : Amin Muhammad
‘Abd al-Wahhab, wa-Muhammad al-Sadiq aI—‘UbaydT, Bayrat, Dar lhya’ al-Turath, al-Tab‘ah
al-thalithah, 1999.

- bwélsh‘yr, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, muraja‘at Kitab (manhajiyat al-Takamul al-ma'rifi : muqad-
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St1,2022.


https://www.nama-center.com/articles/details/40967
https://www.nama-center.com/articles/details/40967

297

Volume 9- Issue 3 / 3 aa=ll - 9 alaall
September 2025 praiw

- Al-Daghamin, Ziyad Khalil, al-Takamul al-ma'riff fi al-Qur'an al-Karim, al-Urdun,
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al-Kuwayt, Mawqi‘ Markaz nuhad lil-Dirasat wa-al-Nashr, Nashr fi 17 Abril 2017, tamma

aI-itgila‘ fi 26 Uktabir 2024m, ‘al4 alrabt al-at https://linksshortcut.com/nlGk]
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al-‘Alamf lil-Fikr al-Islamf, Firjiniya, al-Wilayat al-Muttahidah al-Amrikiyah, Ed: Ra'id Jamil
‘Ukashah, St1, 2012.
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jiyah al-Islamiyah, Amrika, al-Ma'had al-‘Alami lil-Fikr al-Islamt, St1, 2011.

-Nahid Muhammad bsywly Salim, Mantiq tasnif al-‘Ulam fi nazm al-tasnif aI—‘ArabTyah
al-Islamiyah : gira‘'ah tahliliyah muqaranah bi-nuzum al-tasnif aI-‘ArabTyah al-hadithah,

Majallat al-Adab wa-al-‘Ulam aI—ijtima‘Tyah, ]ami‘at al-Sultan Qabas. m7, al-‘adad 3,2016.
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