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New Sources for the History of Muhammadan Theology

Joseph Schacht

Translated by: Abderrafia ADLANE®

Abstract:

This study undertakes two complementary tasks: first, it presents and critically examines the
positions advanced by the German orientalist Joseph Schacht on four theological questions—
the rise of theology in Islam, the antecedents of the Asharite school, the doctrine of acquisition
(kasb) as a framework for interpreting divine action, and the existence of a “popular current” of
belief among the Hanafis before Al Maturidi; second, it provides an Arabic translation of Schacht’s
original text as a documentary witness to his views on Islamic theology and its intersections with
the Greek Christian heritage. By combining focused analysis of Schacht’s evidentiary basis with the
act of translation, the paper seeks both to evaluate the scholarly weight of his arguments and to

preserve a record of his intellectual stance toward the development of Islamic theological thought.
Keywords:

Al-Shafi’i, Kalam (Islamic theology), The Four Kalam Issues, Al-Ash’ari, Mu'tazilism.

(1) Researcher in the history of Islamic theology (Kalam) and the emergence of theological sects, graduate of Dar

al-Hadith al-Hassania, Morocco.

Cite this article as: Schacht, Joseph, “New Sources for the History of Muhammadan Theology,” translated by Abdulrafae
Adlan, Journal of Namaa, Nama Center, Egypt, V 10, issue 3, 2026, 184-211.
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