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The Scientific Journal: Authorship and Knowledge Politics in the Nineteenth

Century: A Book Review
Hamid Al-Awadhi?®

Hamidal (hi iLC

Abstract:

This article offers a critical reading of The Scientific Journal: Authorship and the Politics of
Knowledge in the Nineteenth Century by the American historian Alex Csiszar, which reconstructs
the institutional history of scientific publishing and challenges the view of the journal as a tech-
nically neutral vehicle for circulating knowledge. Csiszar shows that journals have played epis-
temic and political roles since the early nineteenth century: organizing the scientific field, setting
the terms of recognition and legitimacy, and shaping ideas of authorship, refereeing, priority of
discovery, and access to knowledge. The article sets out the book's central argument and examines
its methodological foundations, then considers its bearing on current debates over peer review,
bibliometrics, "publish or perish,” open access, and the ties between publishing and institutional
power. It also points to the book's analytical limits, notably its focus on Britain and France and its
thin coverage of marginal categories and contexts, and comments critically on the Arabic transla-
tion's terminology. It concludes that the book is an important historical and critical starting point

for rethinking how scientific publishing confers legitimacy and recognition in academia.

Keywords:
Scientific Journal, Authorship and Publication, Research Peer Review, History of Science,

Scientific Debates.
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