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The Foundations of Moral Theory in the Thought of Darraz: A Comparative Study
with Greek and Modern Ethical Schools

Jama'an bin Mohammed Al-Shehri®

- Ishehri il

Abstract:

This research undertakes a comparative analysis of the foundations of ethical theory,
examining Greek philosophy, Islamic thought—oparticularly as articulated by Muhammad
Abdullah Draz—and modern Western perspectives. It aims to uncover the metaphysical
and anthropological bases of moral obligation, responsibility, and retribution, while tracing
the dialectic between realism and idealism in ethics. Central to the study is the role of inten-
tion and effortin determining moral value and assessing responsibility. Through an analyti-
cal-comparative methodology, the research highlights both convergences and divergences:
Eastern and Western traditions share an emphasis on obligation and retribution, yet differ
fundamentally in the grounds upon which obligation rests. Ultimately, the study argues
that an ethical framework built upon the duality of intention and effort provides a more
universal structure for evaluating human action, one that accommodates diversity without

erasing cultural and civilizational particularities.
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