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In Hermeneutics: A Return to Al-Tha‘labi’s Exegesis
Waleed Saleh

Translated by: Ahmed Shukri Mujahid?®

ahmadshokry89@yahoo.com
Abstract:

This study explores Al-Tha'labTs exegetical project through Al-Kashf wa al-Bayan, framingitas a
decisive turning point in medieval Sunni Tafsir. It highlights how Al-Tha‘labT reshaped exegesis into
an encyclopedic model that wove together philology, Hadith, allegorical interpretation, narrative tra-
ditions, and doctrinal polemics, thereby reinforcing the Quran’s centrality in Islamic intellectual life.
The research emphasizes his ability to balance philological precision with doctrinal concerns, while
also integrating homiletic and spiritual elements—including Shi‘i reports and Sufi insights—within
a Sunni framework that maintained theological equilibrium. Far from being a mere transmitter of
tradition, Al-Tha'labT emerges as an innovator who developed a flexible hermeneutical methodol-
ogy capable of accommodating the cultural and intellectual transformations of his era. The study
concludes that Al-Kashf wa al-Bayan laid the groundwork for “classical encyclopedic exegesis,” pro-
foundly shaping subsequent works despite later marginalization due to sectarian polemics and cri-
tiques from figures like Ibn Taymiyyah. Ultimately, it underscores the need to rehabilitate medieval

exegetical legacies as vital gateways to understanding the intellectual history of Islam.
Keywords:

Hermeneutics, Al-Tha'labi's Exegesis, Encyclopedic Exegesis, Sunni Interpretation, Quranic Philology.

(2) An Egyptian doctor and translator, winner of the Sheikh Hamad Award for Translation - Encouragement Catego-
ry. Among his translations are: The Development of Arabic Logic (1200-1800) - Khaled Al-Ruwayheb, The History of
Islamic Thought in the Seventeenth Century - Khaled Al-Ruwayheb.
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