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Rationality and Morality in Maliki ljtihad

Abderrahman Eladraoui®®

| {ih08@vahoo.f

Abstract:

This study probes the significance of cognitive, rational, and ethical integration within
Maliki ljtihad, emphasizing its role in generating Islamic knowledge, establishing criteria
for critique, and resolving crises in pursuit of benefit and advantage. Employing an analyt-
ical-epistemological approach, it uncovers the practical interplay of reason and ethics in
Maliki jurisprudence and examines how their integration with the Sacred Text constructs a
systematic framework for interpretation and application across the flux of human history.
The findings suggest an alternative reading of Maliki ljtihad that foregrounds its epistemo-
logical foundations: the Sacred Law as a domain where reason operates freely yet within
the objectives of Shar’, and reason itself as inherently aligned with revelation. This perspec-
tive asserts the primacy of Quranic ethics over purely rationalist ethics, thereby dissolv-
ing the conventional dichotomy between ‘aql (reason) and nag| (transmitted tradition). In
this view, ethical judgments are calibrated by a distinctively Quranic rationality, leaving no
room for separation between reason and Sacred Law, and affirming their inseparable union

as the basis for renewal and resilience in Islamic jurisprudence.
Keywords:
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