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The Political and Social Influence on the Islamic Legal Mind in the Islamic West

through the Treatises of Imam Al-Wansharisi

Mohammed Al-Khouatri?
lekf 11987 il
Abstract:

This research investigates a pivotal stage in the development of Islamic jurisprudence in the
Islamic West after the seventh century AH, focusing on the influential role of jurists in shaping
intellectual, political, and social life. It highlights Imam Al-Wansharisi as a central figure whose
writings reveal the dynamic interaction between legal thought and its surrounding environment.
Using inductive and analytical methods, the study demonstrates how political and social realities
informed Al-Wansharisi's fatwas, showing that sound rulings required not only textual interpre-
tation but also a comprehensive grasp of lived reality. His methodology embodied the objectives
of Islamic law by seeking benefit and averting harm, while maintaining doctrinal rigor and histor-
ical awareness. The findings underscore the adaptability of Maliki jurisprudence in responding
to shifting contexts without compromising its principles, portraying Al-Wansharisi as an “organic

jurist” who combined fidelity to the text with responsiveness to the challenges of his time.
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