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The Socratic practice in Hannah Arendt and Leo Strauss
Maria Dolores Amat Cordeu

Translated by: CHRIF MEZOUR @

harif 02 i

Abstract:

This article examines how Leo Strauss and Hannah Arendt reinterpret the political and in-
tellectual history of Western civilization to confront the modern crisis caused by the collapse
of categories of thought and standards of judgment. The crisis in political philosophy emerges
when the search for humanity’s purpose is replaced by an emphasis on power and emotional
control. To address this, both thinkers turn to Socrates as a pivotal figure for rethinking tradi-
tion and uncovering new tools within Western history. Yet, while Socrates serves as a shared
model, Strauss and Arendt diverge sharply in their interpretations of his life, and these differ-

ences underscore the profound gap between their philosophical projects.
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Socratic Practice, Interpretation, Tradition, Active Life, Nature and Law.
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(3) Pierre Hadot, La philosophie comme maniére de vivre, Paris, Editions Albin Michel, 2001, p. 116.

(4) Hannah Arendet, “Understanding and Politics (The Difficulties of Understanding)”, Essays in understanding: 1930 1954, New
York, Shocken Books, 1994, p. 308 [traduction: Hannah Arendt, « Compréhension et politique », La nature du totalitarisme, Paris,
Payot, 2006, p. 33].

(5) Leo Strauss, “Restatement on Xenophon's Hiero”, What Is Political Philosophy ?, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1988,
p-116 [traduction: Stanley Rosen, « Leo Strauss et la possibilité de la philosophie », dans Laurent Jaffro, Leo Strauss, Tradition de
la pensée classique, Paris, Vrin, 2001, p. 276.

(6) Leo Strauss, “The Three Waves of Modernity”, dans Gildin, H. éd., Political Philosophy: Six Essays by Leo Strauss, Indianapolis,
Pegasus, 1975, p. 81.

(7) H. Arendt, “Understanding and Politics (The Difficulties of Understanding)”, Essays in understanding: 1930-1954, op. cit. p.
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(10) Leo Strauss, “The Origins of Political Science and The Problem of Socrates: Six Public Lectures”, Interpretation. A Journal of

Political Philosophy, vol. 23, n° 2, hiver 1996, p. 127-207; Leo Strauss, Socrates and Aristophanes, Chicago, University of Chicago

Press, 1980, p. 11.

(11) Hannah Arendt, “Socrates”, The promise of Politics, New York, Schocken Books, 2007, p. 6-7.

(12) Hannah Arendt., The Human Condition, Chicago, The University of Chicago Press, 1998, p. 12-17.
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(26) H. Arendt, “Socrates”, op. cit., p. 6, 7.
(27) Ibid, p. 8.
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(28) Ibid, p. 10, 11 et 31.
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(30) H. Arendt, « Socrates », op. cit., p. 18.
(31) Ibid., p. 20-21.
(32) Ibid., p. 22.
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(33) Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem, New York, Penguin Classics, 2006; id., “Personal Responsability Under Dictator-
ship”, “Some Questions of Moral Philosophy” et “Thinking and Moral Considerations”, dans Responsability and judgment, New
York, Schocken Books, 2005.

(34) H. Arendt, La vie de l'esprit, op. cit. p. 229.

(35) Ibid, p. 231.

(36) Ibid, p. 231-232.
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(41) H. Arend, La vie de l'esprit, op. cit.,, p. 228.

(42) Ronald Beiner, “Hannah Arendt and Leo Strauss: The Unconmmenced Dialogue”, Political Theory, vol. 18, n° 2, mai 1990,
p. 238-254; Dana Villa, “The Philosopher versus the Citizen: Arendt, Strauss, and Socrates”, Political Theory, vol. 26, n° 2, avril
1998, p. 147-172.
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