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The Status of the Qur'an Between Fundamentalist Perspectives and Reception
Theory: A Reading of the Works of Arkoun and Yunus Ali

Ayoub Absoumi®
b.at . i
Abstract:

This study explores the role of religious texts in interpreting the Quran, considering theories
of legal reasoning and modern interpretive approaches. It analyzes the works of Yunus Ali and
Muhammad Arkoun using analytical and comparative methods. The research fits into the growing
interest in understanding how religious texts are studied, especially the Holy Quran, and aims to
identify differences between traditional and modern methods of interpretation. It begins with the
question: Does Arkoun's view of the Quran, at various levels, align with the traditional Islamic legal
perspective, or does it oppose it? And can Arkoun's method serve as an alternative way to interpret
the text, instead of the legalistic approach? The research is divided into two main sections: “The
Status of the Quran in Arkoun’s Thought” and “The Critical Approach,” each with three parts. The
study finds that the core theory of “predication” shows internal consistency and strength because
itdepends on the Arabic language and logic while following the rules for understanding legal texts.
However, Arkoun’s view of the Quran is fundamentally different from what |ega| scholars accept,
and sometimes it even contradicts it. This causes methodological and epistemological issues that
make his approach difficult to use in interpreting legal texts, both in method and content. The
study also highlights Yunus Ali’s unique approach, who addressed the theory of predication with
modern pragmatic tools, applying careful methodology and precise analysis. His work is a valuable
contribution that deserves further study and development.
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