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“Apostasy as Objective and Depersonalized Fact” by Baber Johansen: A Study of

Concepts, Premises, and Conclusions
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Abstract:

This research undertakes a critical examination of Baber Johansen’s article “Apostasy as
Objective and Depersonalized Fact: Two Recent Egyptian Court Judgments”, focusing on its
conceptual framework, premises, and conclusions. Johansen analyzes the historical devel-
opment of apostasy in classical Islamic jurisprudence and Egyptian criminal law, applying
this lens to the trial of Abu Zayd. The study first evaluates the concepts Johansen employs,
then scrutinizes the logical premises and outcomes he presents. Ultimately, it concludes
that Johansen’s interpretation is problematic: he misapplies certain Hanafi jurisprudential
notions to modern legal contexts and fails to adequately distinguish between apostasy as a
doctrinal category and the punishment for apostasy as a legal ruling, leading to significant

interpretive shortcomings in his approach.
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