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Abstract

The article seeks to revive the comparative approach in justice theory, challenging the
dominance of Rawls’s transcendental perspective. It critiques the normative foundations of
transcendentalism for producing an abstract, idealized vision of justice that ignores real-world
complexities and the conditions necessary for meaningful change. By focusing solely on perfect
principles, the transcendental view risks paralysis, limiting rational actors’ ability to evaluate
practical alternatives for reducing injustice. In contrast, the article advocates for a comparative
framework that emphasizes weighing real options, fostering public discourse, and treating justice
as a cumulative process shaped by human experience and measured by tangible improvements
in people’s lives. Ultimately, it calls for freeing justice theory from transcendental constraints and
reorienting it toward a comparative horizon that restores its relevance and practical impact.

Keywords
Justice Theory, Transcendental Approach, Comparative Approach, Public Debate, Neutrality.
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(4) See John Rawls, Political Liberalism (New York: Columbia, 1993), pp. 110-113.

(5) John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (Cambridge: Harvard, 1971), pp. 516-517.
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Bruce A. Ackerman, Social Justice in the Liberal State (New Haven: Yale, 1980); Joshua C(;hen, “An Epistemic Conception
of Democracy,” Ethic, 97 (1986-87), pp. 26-38; Seyla Benhabib (ed.), Democracy and Difference: Contesting the Bounda-
ries of the Political (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996); Amy Gutmann and Dennis Thompson, Democracy and
Disagreement (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1996); Thomas Scanlon, What We Owe to Each Other (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1998).
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477-572; Collective Choice and Social Welfare; “Maximization and the Act of Choice,” Econometrica, Vol. 65, No. 4 (1997), pp.
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(2004), pp. 61-67.
Y G an LS 63T wlealus gaissll lia Jso Al lus¥l Jaii (10)
S.-C. Kolm, «The Optimum Production of Social Justice,» in J. Margolis and H. Guitton )eds.(, Public Economics (London:
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