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A Review of Alioune Bah’s Book: Rational Islam in the Thought of Souleymane

Bachir Diagne

Amina Dialo®
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Abstract:

This study engages Souleymane Bachir Diagne’s Rational Islam by moving beyond a
mere summary to a critical exploration of its core ideas, particularly the relationship he
constructs between reason and religion in the modern Islamic context. Using an analyt-
ical-deconstructive approach, it examines both the internal structure of the text and its
philosophical underpinnings, while emphasizing its relevance to contemporary epistemo-
logical debates. The reading unfolds in three stages: an introduction situating the problem
historically and intellectually; a detailed presentation that traces Diagne’s use of concepts
such as rationality, freedom, pluralism, and ijtihad, and their intersections with Islamic tra-
dition and modern philosophy; and a conclusion that draws out the theoretical and practi-
cal implications of his project. Ultimately, the research finds the book to be a daring effort to
reframe Islam within a rational paradigm responsive to modern challenges and capable of
critically reconstructing religious meaning, though it acknowledges certain limitations and

calls for further philosophical reflection on the promise of rational Islam today.
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(4) Souleymane Bachir Diagne, Comment philosopher en islam ? Albin Michel, 2013, pp 14—18. Souleymane Bachir Diagne,
Open to Reason: Muslim Philosophers in Conversation with the Western Tradition, Columbia University Press, 2018, pp. 1-3.
(5) Alioune Bah, L'islam rationnel de Souleymane Bachir Diagne, Ed. Riveneuve, 2023, pp. 35—44.

(6) Souleymane Bachir Diagne, Bergson postcolonial: L'élan vital dans la pensée de Léopold Sédar Senghor et Mohammed
Igbal”, Editions du CNRS, 2011.
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« L'islam rationnel de Souleymane Bachir Diagne.

* Le Pater Noster et la Fatiha : deux textes, une méme priére.

* La réception théologique et philosophique de l'islam en Europe a I'époque mod-

erne.
+ Lavisionislamique de la tolérance, Encyclopédie islamique.
+ Inventivité et responsabilité : 'accueil de l'autre selon Derrida.
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(9) Alioune Bah, L'islam rationnel de Souleymane Bachir Diagne, p 49- 82
Entretien avec Alioune Bah, site Oumma.com [https://oumma.com/entretien-alioune-bah-auteur-du-livre-lislam-rationnel-de-

souleymane-bachir-diagne] .
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