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Paleographic and Codicological Observations on a Rare Manuscript Copy of Al-Shifa
by Qadi lyadh
Khalid Zahr®j
k.zahrig@uae.ac.ma
Abstract:

This study investigates a rare royal manuscript of Kitab al-Shifa by Qadi lyad, housed
in the Hassanian Library in Rabat (no. 986), aiming to uncover new insights through two
key material dimensions: the script and its functions (paleography), and the physical fea-
tures surrounding the text—such as the cover, blank pages, ink, and binding (codicology).
Structured accordingly, the research reveals that the scribe adhered meticulously to the five
Maghrebi script styles, notably using Majohar for the main text and Maghrebi Thuluth for
marginalia and headings. Codicological analysis further highlights the manuscript's wide-
spread reproduction, scholarly engagement, and esteemed ownership, ultimately affirming
the profound reverence and enduring devotion of Moroccan and Andalusian scholars and

elites to Al-Shifa.
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