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The Formation of Classical Interpretation - Critical Observations
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Abstract:

This paper reviews key issues from Walid Saleh’s The Formation of Classical Interpre-
tation, focusing on Al-Tha'labi’s impact on subsequent Quranic commentaries and the en-
during relevance of Ibn Jarir Al-Tabari's interpretations. It explores whether Al-Tha'labi’s role
in transmitting exegetical traditions diminished reliance on Al-Tabari, ultimately arguing
that Al-Tha'labi’s influence was limited and did not eclipse Al-Tabari's legacy. While later
scholars, such as Al-Zamakhshari, drew from Al-Tha'labi, they also incorporated diverse
sources including hadith, rhetoric, grammar, and Mu'tazilite thought. The study concludes
that Al-Zamakhshari shaped later exegesis more significantly than Al-Tha'labi, and that Al-

Tabari’s interpretations remained influential through to Al-Suyuti’s era.
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