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The History of Jurisprudential Rules from Al-Shaybani to Al- Karkhi®
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Abstract

This study examines the early development of jurisprudential rules within the Hanafi school, focus-
ing on the period between Al-Shaybani and Al-Karkhi and particularly on the formation of these prin-
ciples before the fourth century AH. It reveals that foundational legal concepts were already present
in the second century AH, notably in Al-Shaybani’s Al-Jami’ Al-Kabir, which reflects a methodological
consistency with later commentators and predates Al-Karkhi’s Usul (d. 340/952). The research analyz-
es how these rules were expressed in various forms by early Hanafi scholars, showing that Al-Shayba-
ni's work marked the beginning of independent composition in jurisprudential theory. It argues that
the diversity in expression prior to Al-Karkhi represents the initial nucleus of legal rule formulation,
culminating in Al-Karkhi’s more structured approach. This trajectory aligns with the functional nature
of legal principles in Hanafi thought, offering a more detailed understanding of jurisprudential devel-

opments in the second and third centuries AH, and expanding on previous general discussions.
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