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Imami Ja'fari Jurisprudence and the Circumstances of Its Emergence in the Second

Century AH

Haider Hubballah®
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Abstract

This study examines the historical context behind the establishment of what is now referred
to as the Imami school of jurisprudence, also known as the Ja'fari school or the jurisprudence of
Ahl al-Bayt in Imami terminology. It focuses on the timing of the emergence of Imami jurispru-
dence, exploring why it took shape during the era of the two Baqir Imams and not earlier or later.
Additionally, it investigates the factors leading to its divergence from the jurisprudence of the ma-
jority and addresses the ambiguity surrounding its development during the formative stage. The
research also delves into the connection between Ja'fari jurisprudence and its stance regarding
the schools of hadith and opinion. Additionally, it explores how its early followers navigated the
interplay between textual sources and independent reasoning (ijtihad). The study concluded that
the development of Ja'fari jurisprudence is closely linked to the rise of early jurists, judges, and
subsequent jurisprudential schools. This tradition significantly influenced the trajectory of Islam-
ic legal thought, initially emerging through jurisprudential directives and ideas championed by a
select group of the Imams’ students. Over time, these efforts evolved into a fully developed and

comprehensive school of jurisprudence.
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Imam Al-Sadiq, Ahl al-Bayt Jurisprudence, Imami Jurisprudence, ljtihad, Taqglid.
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