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The Reconciliation of Sunni Theological Thought in Approaching the Issue of Imam-

ate: An Analytical and Critical Study
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Abstract

This research aims to study a methodological feature that distinguishes the approach of Sunni
theological thought to the issue of (Imamate), which is (the conciliatory feature) which means - in
this research context - the tendency to adopt synthesizing positions between conflicting articles
in the chapter of (Imamate), and the search for middle solutions, and staying away from extreme
positions. The research seeks to answer a number of questions that arise in this regard, such as:
What are the most prominent aspects of this (reconciliatory feature) in the topic of (Imamate)?
What are the motives that lead to adopting this approach in the Sunni theological treatment of
the problems of this topic? Where do the elements of its intellectual and methodological strength
lie? What are the critical observations directed at it? Based on these questions, the study sought to
monitor some aspects of this characteristic in the topic of (Imamate) from the books of Sunni the-
ologians. It also attempted to identify some of the intellectual and methodological motives that led
to this approach, in addition to presenting a number of critical observations regarding this Sunni
theological methodology. To achieve the goal of this research, the researcher relied on the analyt-
ical approach, in terms of examining the texts of the pioneers of Sunni theological thought in this

field and reading them with an analytical and critical reading.
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