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Book Review: (Islam and Modernity: Transformation in an Intellectual Tradition)
by the Pakistani philosopher Fazlur Rahman Malik

Al-Tijani Boulaouali®

o ol fakul |
Abstract

The article aims to review the book “Islam and Modernity: Transformation of an Intellectual Tradition,”
written by the Pakistani thinker Fazlur Rahman Malik, who is considered one of the founders of contempo-
rary Islamic thought, especially in the period following the Arabic and Islamic Renaissance. The importance
of this book lies in the fact that it is historically one of the first to address the problem of Islamic education
in its relationship with the phenomenon of modernism/ modernity, which spread rapidly from Europe and
the West to various countries in the Arabic and Islamic world. Despite the many decades that have passed
since the publication of this intellectual work, its ideas, interpretations, and predictions still hold significant
value. This is because the author adopted a progressive and prospective approach that goes beyond phys-
ical history and transcends geographical boundaries.

In this review, we have adhered to the intellectual trajectory outlined by the author, starting from the
introduction and continuing through to the fourth chapter, which is analytical and evaluative in nature,
examining the results of this rigorous study conducted by Fazlur Rahman. Consequently, this review aligns
with the formal structure of the book. It begins with a general introduction about the author, the book,
and its overarching vision. We then dedicated a separate section to each of the four chapters of the book,
which are, in order: the jurisprudential heritage and the development of Islamic education, classical Islamic
modernism and education, Islamic education in the context of contemporary modernism, and progressive
intellectual visions for the advancement of Islamic education. Finally, we conclude our review with a sum-

mary that encapsulates the subject matter, approach, and context of the work.
Keywords

Islamic Education, Modernity and Modernization, Traditional Islamic Education, Secular Education, the
Middle Ages.
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