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Interpretation of the Traditional Literary Arts by Hans George Gadamer

Zakaria Sadiki®
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Abstract:

This research aims to dedicate an in-depth examination of the processes underpinning the
comprehension and explication of traditional literary texts, as elucidated by the scholarly contri-
butions of Hans George Gadamer. Given the fact that the act of interpretation is far from arbitrary
or haphazard, it becomes imperative to construct a framework of mechanisms and methodologies
that facilitate the cultivation of a cogent understanding of the subject matter at hand. The initial
facet of this inquiry delves into the paramount significance of meticulous reading as a fundamental
cornerstone in grasping the essence of textual legacies. The subsequent facet focuses on the strate-
gictools and approaches that a reader ought to employ when engaging with these texts, particular-
ly emphasizing the cultivation of a cognitive equilibrium, referred to by Gadamer as “prejudices,”
which provide the interpreter with a preliminary foundation for comprehending and elucidating
theirintended meaning. In the light of these inquiries, the culmination of this research underscores
Gadamer’s remarkable capability in furnishing the reader with the means and instruments essen-

tial for the comprehensive understanding and interpretation of literary texts.
Keywords:

Interpretation, Understanding, Preconceived judgments, Temporal distance, Fusion of horizons.
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