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Is luxury a rational or emotional behavior?

A reading of the concept of luxury through the book Eternal Luxury

Samir Saidi®

(. saidisami i

Abstract

This research aims to present Gilles Lipovetsky and Elyette Roux’s book Eternal Luxury : From
the Era of Brands to the Era of Consumption whose idea is based on the major transformations
that the field of luxury is witnessing in light of the involvement of our contemporary societies
in a complex network of relationships of influence, conflict, and domination. In this book, | fo-
cused on two approaches to luxury: An anthropological approach through which Gilles Lipovetsky
attempted to chronicle the circulation of the concept in some ancient societies and highlight its
symbolic and emotional dimensions through the analysis of a number of practices and representa-
tions associated with it, and another form that chronicles the new birth of the concept with the
French researcher Eliette Roux from a semiotic and economic angle in which she highlights the
impact of brands on the development of the market of luxury products. In analyzing and discuss-
ing the two approaches, | concluded that, in light of the number of interpretations that this field
has produced concerning the transformations of capitalism in the West and the competition of
companies for internal and external markets, the concept of luxury appears in a state that requires
further understanding, interpretation, and repositioning, not only from a unilateral angle, but from
a multidimensional perspective (integrative framework), as a field in which the physical dimen-
sions intersect with those of the symbolic, emotional, affective, psychological, etc. In the face of this

complexity, it is important to single out studies for each of these dimensions separately.
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(1970)
. L'Ethique protestante et I'Esprit du capitalisme. Max Weber, Agora, 1964
+  Essaisur le don. Forme et raison de I'échange dans les sociétés archaiques, Marcel

Mauss, Paris, Flammarion, coll. «Champs classiques», 2021.
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Nazariyat tabaqat al-tarfih, twrstyn fyblan, Ed: Luwis iyfar, Baris, jalymar (1970).
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