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Abstract

This article was written in honor of the late German Orientalist Josef van Ess (1934-2021) and ap-
peared in the sixty-second issue of the German journal "Die Welt des Islams." It was written by Hinrich
Biesterfeldt, a Professor of Islamic Studies at the University of Bochum who is a close friend of Josef
van Ess and the editor of most of his writings. The study aims to provide a thorough and all-encom-
passing introduction of van Ess to the Arabic-speaking readership. It traces the significant phases of his
life, ranging from his early years in Aachen in 1934 to his passing in Tiibingen in 2021. Additionally, it
showcases van Ess's noteworthy achievements, the historical and academic context that contributed
to the emergence of his works, and the factors that influenced his scholarly identity. Moreover, it dis-
cusses his academic journeys, professional roles, and personal characteristics. Essentially, this article
encapsulates a concise depiction of the life story of a prominent figure in German Orientalism who

extensively delved into Islamic Theology and Philology.
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(4) Biesterfeldt. Hinrich. losef van Ess 1934—2021. In: Die Welt des Islams 62 (2022) 119—127.
(5) Hinrich Biesterfeldt is a retired professor of Arabic and Islamic studies in Bochum (Germany). He has pursued

his interest in, and published widely on, the transmission of Greek philosophy and medicine to Arabic culture. His
other fields of research include the early history of classifications of knowledge in Islam and classical Arabic prose

literature. He is also editor of the book "Kleine schriften” for loseph van Ess.

(6) Bamberg University — Germany.
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