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The Anxiety of Discourse: A Journey through the History of Discourse Analysis
through the Works of Michel Foucault®
Denise Maldidier®

Badreddine El-Kacimi®

Badreddine.elkacimiaui
ABSTRACT

Maldidier's inquiry centered on tracing the genesis of discourse analysis while
considering its ideological and cognitive underpinnings. This exploration began by
contextualizing the theory's inception and its foundational concepts. Maldidier highlighted
the intricate interplay of structural and generative linguistics, historical linguistics with a
focus on semantics and pragmatics, and the influence of deconstruction during its formative
phase. Crucially, he emphasized on Michel Pécheux's commitment to preserving discourse
analysis as an autonomous theory with distinctive elements—concepts, methods,
analytical tools, and a specific research domain—rather than assimilating it into another
discipline. Nonetheless, with the erosion of absolute scientific paradigms, discourse analysis
underwent a shift towards interpretation, lacking a cohesive program or methodology and

presenting challenges to its application and relevance.

Keyword

Discourse Analysis, Theory, Linguistics, Historical Materialism.

(4) This article was published in issue number eight of the Semen magazine in 1993, written by Denis Maldidier, a
prominent specialistin discourse analysis. He was born in 1932 and passed away in 1992. He worked as an associate
professor at the University of Paris Nanterre and was a member of the National Center for Scientific Research as a

researcher in the history of linguistic theories.

(5) Denise Maldidier was born in 1931, and he was a French university professor specializing in discourse linguistics

and its historv. He worked at the Universitv of Paris/Nanterre until his passing in 1992..

Cite this article as: Maldidier, Denise, The Anxiety of Discourse: A Journey through the History of Discourse Analysis through
the Works of Michel Foucault, trans: Badreddine El-Kacimi, Journal of Namaa, Nama Center, Egypt, V' 7, issue 3, 2023 180-193.

© This research is published under an open license (CC BY-NC 4.0), which allows anyone to download, read and use

the research for free, provided it is properly acknowledged, indicating if any modification has been made to it. This

research shall not be used for commercial purposes..
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(7) L'inquiétude du discours, textes de Michel Pécheux, choisis et présentés par Denise Maldidier, Editions des Cendres, 1990.
(8) Cf.N. Ruwet, Introduction d la grammaire générative, Pion, 1967.

(9) 2 Cf. N. Ruwet, Introduction d la grammaire générative, Pion, 1967.
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(11) Langages 62, Analyse du discours politique, 1981.
(12) Cf.J. Guilhaumou, D. Maldidier, R. Robin «Jalons dans I'histoire de Ianalyse de discours en France: un trajet des historiens

du discours», Discours Social /Social Discourse, 1989, vol. 11, number 3, Montréal.
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(14) F. Gadet, M. Pécheux, La langue introuvable, Maspéro, Coll. «Théories», 1981
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