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Abstract:

In this article, the author reveals the experience of tolerance as the Spanish bishop Bartolomé
de Las Casas lived itata time full of intolerance in its worst forms. He is a man who chose to defend
the human being and human dignity, no matter what his culture, religion, race or other determi-
nants was, detrimental to a colonial expansionist narrow vision that uses the religion as a tool to
achieve political goals that claimed the life of thousands of civilians. It doesn't matter to him if the
country that he belongs to and that afford for him protection and safety present this colonialist
eager that wants to expand, because of his belief in that the truth was more worth to tell and to
follow. This bold stance was maybe the raison for him to earne the title of the Messenger of the In-

dians, according to his efforts to lift the abuses inflicted upon them following the Spanish invasion.
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(12) Condorcet, Esquisse d'un tableau historique des progrés de I'esprit humain, Paris, GF, 1988, p. 198-199.
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(13) Cité dans le dossier de J.-M. Gros, in P. Bayle, De la tolérance. Commentaire philosophique, Presses Pocket, 1992, p. 412.
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Pena Ruiz, Dieu et Marianne, Paris, PUF, 1999, p. 116.
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(M. Cranston, op. cit,, p. 85).
(17) Lettre sur la tolérance, Paris, GF, 1992, p. 194-195.
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(Cité par N. Capdevila, Las Casas : une politique de 'humanité, Paris, Ed. Du Cerf, 1998, p. 190).
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(19) Ibid., p. 270.
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