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Abstract:

The modern state combines two
characteristics that cannot be combined:
sovereignty and democracy. Trough the
act of sovereignty, the state expresses its
independence and its ability to establish
security within its soil and through the
principle of democracy; it expresses its
legitimacy and the purpose of its existence.
There is no legitimacy for any country whose

sovereignty does not emanate from the will
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systems, this article concluded that the
principles raised by the latter do not in fact
reflect the will of peoples, but rather are
inspired by the liberal ideology adopted by
the modern state, which combined political

practice and economic activity.

Keywords: Sovereignty- democracy- the

political- normativism- decisionism.
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of its members, nor is there any justification

forits existence away from servingits citizens.

The combination of sovereignty and
democracy did not present any dilemma
for ancient peoples, whether in Greek or
Roman cities, because no one was allowed
to monopolize power. Unlike the ancient
peoples, the combination of the need for
sovereignty with the principle of the rule of
the people was not easy in modern times due
to the social and economic transformations

that modern societies have known.

In order to overcome this dilemma,
the modern state was established on the
principle of the rule of law, which it fortified
with two other principles: representative
governance and the separation of powers.
Thus, the belief that the framing of political
practice with these tree principles enables
the realization of state sovereignty and
democracy. Do these principles really
express the sovereignty of the people and
does the act of sovereignty need legalization

and institutionalization?

By referring to the work of the German

thinker Karl Schmitt, being the most

prominent critic of modern democratic
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(23) «Toute déclaration de guerre est une déclaration
d'hostilité, cela va de soi.», Carl Schmitt, 7héorie du
partisan, traduit par Marie-Louise Steinhauster, Paris,
Flammarion, (1992), p. 294.

(24) Jean-Vincent Holeinder, «Carl Schmitt penseur
des transformations de la guerre», in Carl Schmitt:
Concepts et usages, sous la direction de Serge Sur, Paris,
CNRS éditions, (2014), p. 77.
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