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the entries of the philosophy
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new perspective on language, moving it
from the narrowness of Semantics into the
vastness of Pragmatics, and turning it into
a communicative action located within a
relational network that takes the form of a
tool for influencing the world and changing
its situations instead of merely describing it
and expressing its connotations. Therefore,
it has become certain that the speech-
act carries within itself a social act, and it
remains that we examine the ways in which
an idea in the human mind can move it to
the stage of action. In so doing, we refer to
the contribution of the theory of speech-
acts as constructed by Austin and continued

by Searle.

Key words: Philosophy of Action -
Speech Acts - Speech - Act - Austin - Searle.
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Abstract:

This paper aims to shed light on one of
the entries of the "philosophy of action" as
a philosophy in which thought and action
are interdependent in a sort of reversal.
Hence "we think by action and act by
thought!" It is a philosophy that has recently
attracted more and more attention by
researchers. Obsessed with reconsidering
the old/new question of the relationship
between thought and action, or theory
and practice, they tackle it by employing
the considerable developments that
some sciences have achieved, which has
helped them in deepening their approach
to the topic and further scrutinizing
some of its still-ambiguous aspects. As
it is impossible for a single researcher to
provide a comprehensive approach to this
relationship in its different aspects, we have
chosen to restrict our effort in the present
paper to dealing with one aspect; speech
acts, as the materialization of one of the
aspects of the speech-action intermarriage.

This intermarriage derives its justification

from the fact that these acts provide a
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*In these examples it seems clear that to utter the
sentence (in, of course, the appropriate circumstances)
is not to de scribe my doing of what | should be said in
so uttering to be doing or to state that | am doing it: it
is to doit.”
AustinJ.L : How to do things with words. The William
James Lectures delivered at Harvard University in 1955,
second Edition, Harvard University Press, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, 1962, p.6.
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Lol J-6i gi Jed)l gni gl gaeii Ju
JWJl g Lolio jlajul JI Loyl o J6i
9l 2ol Loy g Ul «pei» gjluc go
030 g9 gl Jusl pej) plgjdl aic dogjll
gdel» &jluc gl (ducydul ingj 6iyall

(21) AustinJ.L : "A Plea for Excuses’, Proceedings of the
Aristotelian Society, 1956-57, in: Philosophical

Papers, London, Oxford, New York: Oxford University
Press, 2 édition (paperback), 1976 (1961), pp. 175-204.,
p 182.
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(28) Austin, How to do things with words, p.133.
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(30) Searle, ‘Austin on locutionary and illocutionary
acts'. The Philosophical Review, Vol. 77, No. 4 (Oct.,
1968), Duke University Press. URL: http:.//www.jstor.org/
stable/2183008, 1968, p. 150.
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(32) Searle, Speech Acts, p 24-25.
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(29) «.. A theory of language is part of a theory of
action, simply because speaking is a rule- governed
form of behaviour™ (Searle, : Speech Acts - An Essay
in the Philosophy of Language, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press,1969. p 17).
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(33) Searle, Speech Acts, p.25.
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(34) «of course not all illocutionary acts have a
propositional content, for example, an utterance of
"Hurrah' does not, nor does ‘ouch' (Searle, Speech Acts,
p.30.)

«in the utterance of Hello, there is no propositional
content.. » (Searle, Speech Acts, p. 64)
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